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Power line device eyed 


Equipment that restarts electricity after service break implicated in past disasters 


By David R. Baker 


On the night of Oct. 8, asa 
windstorm raged across the 
North Bay, some of Pacific Gas 
and Electric Co.’s local power 
lines were programmed to try 
to restart themselves in case 
service was interrupted — 
even if they were knocked to 


the ground or tangled in a tree. 

Devices called reclosers — 
similar to automated circuit 
breakers — were set to shoot 
pulses of electricity through 
lines that tripped off. If condi- 
tions on the line seemed nor- 
mal, the reclosers would auto- 
matically restart power. 

If, however, the lines were in 


WINE COUNTRY 
FIRES 


contact with branches or 
brush, those pulses of electric- 
ity could have started a fire. 
State investigators are trying 
to determine whether PG&E’s 
power lines played a role in 


triggering the wildfires that 
swept across Wine Country 
that night, destroying whole 
neighborhoods and killing at 
least 43 people. No cause has 
been determined. 

Reclosers are a key tool for 
preventing blackouts, but they 
have been implicated in wild- 
fires before. The danger they 


pose is significant enough that 
two of California’s three in- 
vestor-owned utility compa- 
nies — San Diego Gas & Elec- 
tric Co. and Southern Califor- 
nia Edison — routinely repro- 
gram them during fire season 
so that the devices don’t auto- 
matically try to restart power 
Reclosers continues on A10 


Above: ICE detainee Ana Henriquez Nuila reports inadequate health services at West County Detention 
Facility. Others report limited access to bathrooms. Below: Silvia Citlali Iriarte discusses her legal situation. 


Detainees complain 
of harsh conditions 


Woman opts for deportation — investigation promised 


Dianny Patricia Menendez 
begged to be deported. 


In early October, the 38-year-old 


undocumented immigrant told 
immigration Judge Joseph Park in 
San Francisco that she could no 


longer tolerate the conditions at the 


jail in Contra Costa County where 


U.S. Immigra- 
OTIS R. tion and Cus- 
TAYLOR 


toms Enforce- 
ment was de- 

JR. onthe 

East Bay 


story she and 


their lawyers and jail monitors tol 
me is one that jail officials found 
hard to believe — yet said they 
would investigate. 


Menendez explained to me, over 


two phone calls from the West 


County Detention Facility in Rich- 


mond, why she didn’t fight deport 
tion to her native Honduras, far 
from her children and the house 
she owns in Fontana (San Bernar- 


taining her. The 


other detainees, 


d 


dino County). 
a- 


The jail cells, she said, have no 
toilets, and when inmates need to 
use the bathroom, they must wait 
for jail staffers to let them out of 
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their cells. Sometimes, Menendez 
said, inmates are locked up for 23 
hours before they can leave their 
cells, which hold one or two in- 
Taylor continues on A11 


Trump 
takes aim 
at ‘golden 
ticket’ visa 


By Trisha Thadani 


President Trump used a deadly terrorist at- 
tack in New York City Tuesday to renew his 
support for a chief campaign promise: curtailing 
the number of low-skilled immigrants coming 
into the country to make room for those whose 
abilities can command higher salaries. 

His remarks come a day after Sayfullo Saipov, 
an immigrant from Uzbeki- 
stan who was admitted to the 
U.S. on a diversity visa, was 
accused of plowing a pickup 
truck into a crowded bicycle 
path in Manhattan. Eight 
people were killed, and sever- 
al more were injured. 

Trump said Wednesday that he would ask 
Congress to begin unraveling the visa program: 
“We are fighting hard for Merit Based immigra- 
tion, no more Democrat Lottery Systems,” the 
president tweeted. 

This program was started in 1990 as a way to 
bring foreigners into the U.S. from countries 
with low rates of immigration. The government 
issues up to 50,000 of these visas through a lot- 
tery each year, a tiny fraction of the millions 


» Suspect 
charged: Say- 
fullo Saipov could 
face the death 


penalty. A8 


Visas continues on A8 


STEINLE MURDER TRIAL 


Differing stories 
by defendant 
shown on video 


By Vivian Ho 


Under police questioning hours after Kate 
Steinle was fatally shot on San Francisco’s Pier 
14, the accused killer at one point said he had 
aimed at a “sea animal.” 

At another point, he said the gun had been 
under a rag that lay on the ground near the wa- 
terfront, that it fired when he stepped on it, and 
that he quickly tossed the weapon into the bay so 
it would stop “shooting on its own.” 

The varying confessions offered by Jose Ines 
Garcia Zarate — captured on video and played 
Wednesday for jurors at the 45-year-old man’s 
murder trial — may clarify what happened along 


Trial continues on A10 


Frustrations rise as tech giants 
testify on Russian propaganda 


By Marissa Lang 


Tech companies have in- 
sisted that advertisements 
purchased with Russian money 
with the aim of dividing Amer- 
ican voters amounted to little 
more than flotsam in a sea of 
billions of social media posts. 
But the scope, reach and divi- 
siveness of Russian-backed 
propaganda and fake news on 
online channels came into 


» Facebook sales: Social me- 
dia platform reports record num- 
bers despite ad debate. c3 


sharp view Wednesday, at the 
culmination of three separate 
hearings on Capitol Hill. 

It was worse than many — 
even the companies them- 
selves, armed with thousands 
of engineers and petabytes of 
data — had thought. 


More than 150 million people 
were likely exposed to the Rus- 
sian disinformation campaign 
prior to the 2016 presidential 
election, lawyers from Face- 
book, Google and Twitter said 
in their congressional testimo- 
ny. By contrast, only 20.7 mil- 
lion people watched the eve- 
ning news broadcasts of ABC, 
CBS, NBC and Fox stations in 
2016, according to Nielsen. 

Hearings continues on A9 
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Series 


>» Second 
baseman Jose 
Altuve (hold- 
ing trophy) 
and Houston 
beat Dodgers 
5-1 in Game 7 
to earn the 
franchise’s 
first title. B1 
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